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This text describes the practice, theory, and underlying rationale of black magic in all its branches -

the summoning and control of evil spirits, necromancy, psychic attack, devil worship, witchcraft, evil

charms and spells - as well as other branches of occult theory.
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_The Black Arts_ by Richard Cavendish covers a great many topics dealing with the magical arts,

particularly black magic. According to Cavendish, the primary motivating factor behind black magic

is the hunger for power. This is expressed in the biblical story of the Garden of Eden in Genesis

where the serpent tempts Adam and Eve by telling them that if they ate of the Tree of Knowledge of

Good and Evil they would be as gods. The traditional Christian perspective is that the black

magician invokes demons or Satan himself and that his power comes from the Dark One. The

magician however may believe that man and God are inseparable or that man can attain Godhood.

The author begins by noting how magical principles operate, being based on the ideas of imitation,

mimickry, and analogy. One fundamental principle believed in by most magicians is expressed by

the phrase "as above, so below" meaning that the macrocosm is a reflection of the microcosm and

vice versa. Indeed, it is in the writings attributed to the semi-mythical Hermes Trismegistus

("thrice-greatest Hermes") that this principle is most clearly expressed. In most traditional cultures,

the left hand side is associated with evil, explaining why black magic is often regarded as the Left

Hand Path among magicians. Cavendish next turns his attention to the modern magicians, including

such figures as the notorious Aleister Crowley, Eliphas Levi, MacGregor Mathers, and A. E. Waite.



The influence of secret societies such as the Golden Dawn and the O. T. O. of Crowley are

explained and their role in the practices of these magicians is examined. Following this, Cavendish

turns his attention to the mysteries of numbers and numerology. He explains how fortunes can be

told by numbers associated with each letter in a name.
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